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sional survey, they were fairly correct. Thus, for every village
or parish, the area was ascertained with all its details, so much
cultivated, so much cultivable, so much rich or poor soil, so
much under each kind of crop, and so on. Then the land
revenue was scientifically assessed on absolute data, and with
due consideration of all surrounding circumstances. Its amount
was considerably less than that which has been collected by the
Native Government. But its main advantage consisted in the
equitable distribution, whereby each parish- had to pay what
was right in reference to that which its neighbours were paying.
Whereas the main disadvantage of the Native assessment had
been this, that in the absence of any knowledge of area, one parish
would pay more, another less, than it ought, according to error,
accident, fear or favour.

Then the " record of rights " was undertaken, whereby the
property of the people in the land was formally recognized, and
the rights or interests of every man, superior or inferior, direct
or collateral, were determined. The prevailing tenure was the
one which is well known in northern India as that of the
village community. These wonderful communities, which have
been noticed by the greatest writers on the growth and forma-
tion of human society, displayed their largest and yet their
minutest development in the Panjab. Although in their main
constitution there was a generic resemblance between them all,
yet specific varieties existed in almost every one. The record
of all these for each member of the brotherhood, and for the
whole community in every parish, was undertaken, shewing what
every individual had to pay, and the exact amount of his share
or holding. Next the unwritten rules and customs, which from
time immemorial had governed the affairs of the fraternity were
reduced to writing. The revenue was assessed by the settlement
officer on the whole village or parish, and the village commtmity
then distributed the burden among themselves. This distribution
being sanctioned by the settlement officer was duly recorded.
Many disputes, questions and local complications arose, all which
were authoritatively decided. Such a registration was necessarily
complex and elaborate; the people were often careless and inac-